
THE STORY OF HOW 

TEN SHEKELS AND A SHIRT 

CAME TO BE 

In over fifty years of Bible teaching and preaching 

"Ten Shekels and a Shirt" is the only message that I 

feel constrained to explain how it came to be 

preached. 

During a Bethany Fellowship Summer Conference 

in the mid sixties I was preparing to speak at the 

Tuesday morning Bible hour. Upon returning to my 

room after breakfast to meditate and pray about the 

message for that morning hour, I felt strangely 

impressed that I could not deliver the message that 

had been prepared for the session. Instead, I felt 

that there was some other message that was needed 

which I was to bring. 

After prayer, the message that came to mind was 

one which I had begun preparation for the ministry 

at the church in New York City of which I was 

pastor at that time. My notes were not with me, but 

were in a file folder in my study. An empty 

envelope was on the desk in my room, on the back 

of which I wrote the scripture texts to be used and 

one or two ideas that came to mind. With the 

envelope in my Bible marking Judges, Chapter 17, 

and my self utterly cast upon the Lord, I went to 

the auditorium where between four and five 

hundred people waited to hear from the Lord 

through me. 

I remember praying, "This morning I am utterly 

cast upon You because I am not really prepared." 

In my heart I seemed to hear His response, "Well is 

that so bad, already" (being from New York City it 

was given in a idiom I would understand.) 

I delivered the message and gave an invitation. 

Shortly the altar across the front of the auditorium 

was filled with broken people seeking God. 

The summer conference was soon over and I 

returned to New York City and the ministry there. 

About ten years later, one of the Bethany 

Fellowship staff was in Washington, D.C., where 

we had moved and from where we still minister. 

His word was, "Paris, I want to tell you that God 

has repeatedly used your messages, but the exact 

message itself was preached only that once. 

A week or two later Harry Conn from Rockford, 

Illinois was in Washington. He invited me to have 

dinner with him. In the course of the meal he said, 

"I buy that message of yours 'Ten Shekels and a 

Shirt' by the dozen to give people. God is really 

using it in lives." My response was that if you have 

a copy, I would like to have it sent to me so that I 

can find out what it is I have said. In a few days the 

cassette arrived. 

Since I don't have a tape player in my office, I put 

the tape into the Sony dictating machine on my 

desk and listened through the little playback on the 

hand-held microphone. The element of distance in 

terms of time, and the distorted sound through the 

miniature speaker, let me listen to the message with 

no real awareness of who was speaking. From time 

to time I felt like exclaiming, "That's right! I wish I 

had said that!"  

Then it dawned on me that it was my voice, but 

God was speaking through me. I realized that on a 

Tuesday morning during a summer conference, 

God had been able to get His message across 

because of my utter and complete 

helplessness. Here it is, just as the Lord gave it. 

Paris Reidhead 

 

 

Paris Reidhead 

1919-1992 

Paris Reidhead devoted 

his life to communicating 

the message of the Gospel 

in America and 

throughout the world. A 

student pastor in rural 

Minnesota at age 

eighteen, Mr. Reidhead 

felt led of the Lord to 

overseas mission work. In 

1945, Paris Reidhead and Marjorie, his wife of two 

years, traveled under the auspices of the Sudan 

Interior Mission to the Sudan-Ethiopia Border 

where they surveyed and analyzed tribal languages 

in preparation for evangelism and education in this 

area.              

Upon his return to the United States, Mr. Reidhead 

was appointed Deputation Secretary of the Sudan 

Interior Mission in the Southeastern United States. 

He was soon a nationally recognized spokesman 

for missions.             

Third World development became his full-time 

commitment in 1966. Mr. Reidhead's vision of 

public-private funding for economic development 

led, in 1971, to the formation of the Institute for 

International Development, Inc. which has served 

as the model for about ninety evangelical 

organizations. In 1984, Mr. Reidhead founded 

Enterprise Development International, a service 

agency devoted to aiding Third World church and 

evangelical agencies in creating job opportunities 

for destitute families.                          

Since Mr. Reidhead's death in 1992, Bible 

Teaching Ministries, Inc. continues under the 

leadership of his wife, Marjorie, and daughter, 

Virginia Teitt, a dedicated Board, and the many 

people, who have donated time and talent after 

being changed by God’s Word through this 

message. The message of the Gospel is reaching an 

ever-widening audience all over the world. 
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o Catalog       

o Ten Shekels & A Shirt – Book  

o Ten Shekels & A Shirt – CD   

o Ten Shekels & A Shirt – Tape   

o Ten Shekels & A Shirt – MP3 
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OUR CALL 

And the secret is simply this: Christ in you! 

... So, naturally, we proclaim Christ! We 

warn everyone we meet, and we teach 

everyone we can, all that we know about 

Him, so that if possible, we may bring 

everyone up to full maturity in Christ. - 

Col. 1:27,28 (Phillips) 

Bible Teaching Ministries, Inc. is dedicated to 

the glory of God and to His instructions to, 

"Go into all the world and make 

disciples...teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever that I have commanded you." 

The late Reverend Paris Reidhead understood 

and clearly communicated the depth of the 

gospel message. God's anointing was on His 

servant as Mr. Reidhead delivered the words 

God gave Him. Many of his sermons were 

preserved on audio tape, CDs, and MP3s. 

"Ten Shekels and a Shirt," "Not to be 

Wasted," and "If You Agree" have been 

distributed world wide. Reports coming back 

have told us of the power these messages have 

to change lives. These messages contain 

principles vital to a Christian's maturity. 

For that reason we are making these messages 

available. We believe you will be mightily 

blessed as you let God speak to your mind and 

heart through these messages. 
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